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TWO WEEKENDS ONLY 


HOME LET YOUR 
"mou IDEAS GROW 
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& MAR. 4-6 CONVENTION CENTER 


FEATURING 2 WEEKENDS ONLY! 


SHOP, COMPARE AND 

SAVE WITH MORE 

THAN 750 EXPERTS 

IN REMODELING, 

KITCHEN & BATH, 
LANDSCAPING, DECOR, 
FLOORING AND MORE! 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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USE PROMO CODE: LAVENDER 
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GET THE LATEST TRENDS IN HOME DESIGN WHEN YOU 
TOUR THE IDEA HOME BUILT BY EPS HOMES, DESIGNED BY 
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guaranteed conflict free, environmentally 
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2 Year Interest Free Financing Available! 
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Looking quite the expert, Omforme’s Carter Averbeck will 
be at the Minneapolis Home & Garden Show to answer your 
design and decor questions. 

Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


6 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 18-MARCH 2, 2016 


— = 


Page 40: Photo by Hubert Bonnet. Page 16: Photo by Rich Ryan. Page 20: Photo by Hubert Bonnet. Page 48: Photo by 
Randy Stern. 


Online Magazine Prizes LavenderMagazine.com 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it on your computer, iPad, iPhone, or 
DROID. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


MARCH 
| 


| Stadium Bar & Grill 


207 М. Washington Ave. * Minneapolis 


Meet other athletes and sports fans 
while you enjoy complimentary 
appetizers, drink specials and 

а chance to register to 
win great prizes! 


| PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 


Omatrix 


Home Health Care Specialists 


rosedale 
CHEVROLET 


LavenderMagazine.com/ 
SCORETHURSDAYS 


What's Your Plan? 


we | n =F 


„d 


Attorneys Proudly Serving the GLBTO Community and all Allies. 


| Call Roya today at i$ MetLife 


Roya Moltaji, сєр°, chrce, cast", АРРА" 


Financial Services Representative 
Financial Advisor, Special Needs Financial Planner 
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Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. И 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 
dbartell@amfam.com 
612.333.5554 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
A M E R ІС АМ Ғ АМ І LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
| INSURANCE | INSURER American Family Insurance Company 
American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio 
Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 
wwwamfam.com © 2008 


All your protection under one roof® 


Мана, 
AMERIGA On у 


for luxury shower doors 


Love knows 
no border. 


Immigration is still complicated. We 
have years of experience working 
with same-sex bi-national couples 
to help obtain immigration status 
and keep you together. 


Angela Bortel 


Owner and 
Managing Attorney 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 
2013 & 2014 “Rising Star” among 
Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 « info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com • 612.388.3366 
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$99 Exam = FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 


612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 
Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


: M Park 
JUNK BONANZA mm Shakopee, MN 
VINTAGE MARKET APRIL 2016 


A KI NASSAUER EVENT FOR PURVEYORS & SHOPPERS OF VINTAGE 21, 22 & 23 


FINDS, BEAUTIFUL ANTIQUES & ARTISAN-REPURPOSED PIECES 2. 


The Twin Cities premier event for vintage home decor! 9AM-5PM SATURDAY 


General Admission 
$10 


Early Bird tickets $25 online, 
$30 at the door -- Get in two 
hours before general admission on 
Thursday; good for readmission 
Friday and Saturday, too! 


KI NASSAUER 900 


WWW.JUNKBONANZA.COM 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Call for Submissions: Real Weddings 


Sometimes, I need to use 
this space to get a little business 
done. In this case, it’s wedding 
business. It’s serious stuff. 

We are currently in produc- 
tion for the 2016 Spring Wedding 
Issue and time is of the essence. 
It will be on stands Thursday, 
March 31. If you have a GLBTQ 
wedding that you have been a 
part of (and are now a newlywed) 
or that you’ve shot as a photogra- 
pher, please consider submitting 
your Real Wedding for Laven- 
der’s Wedding Issue. 

This is the much-loved sec- 
tion of each wedding issue where we showcase your special days. Why? 
Because we need more of this imagery out there. We need people to 
see you and how you did it. We need to keep creating the media that 
keeps this community — and what makes it special within the larger 
culture — more central than any other media outlet. If you want to 
submit photography from your wedding (or you’re a photographer 


аа — 
: REAL WEDDINGS 


who has the permission to submit your clients’ photography), make 
sure the pictures run the gamut for documenting the event; include the 
brides or grooms, the venue, the food, the decor and flowers, the invita- 
tions, the cake — anything that’ll help our readers picture themselves 
having a similar affair. We want people to see themselves in our pages. 

I look forward to receiving your projects. They make me so happy. 
Please keep in mind that there are some strict guidelines to follow that 
can be found at this post on our website at www.lavendermagazine.com 
and that materials must be submitted electronically by 11:00 
a.m., Thursday, March 3, 2016. 


With thanks, 


Now, that's what we call 
a happy ending. 


8149 
spara | REALTY ox May 16, 2015 


So Kevin and Garrett carlson — $| 4,279.00 
=.Four thousand, two hundred seventy Wine coun 


woo CASH BACK!! 


We LOVE giving our buyers cash back. That's how we roll. 


Rob Glynn, Realtor® 
Partner/VP Sales and Marketing 


(612) 290-2941 


Rob@spararealty.com 


BUYERS get 1% CASH BACK. 
SELLERS pay 4.5% LOW RATE. 


spara | REALTY 
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A Multi-Family 
Management & Development 
Company 
with a focus on 
Personal Service 
& Business Results 


ТА Premier 


MANAGEMENT 


(651) 815-0665 - www.PremierHousingManagement.com 


A ТІР ABOUT 
SECONDHAND 


SMOKE p 


* IF YOU WANT A; 
SINGING CAREER, 
STAY AWAY FRO 
SECONDHAND Sh 


Ellie’s severe asthma attacks were triggered by secondhand 


Ellie, Age 57 
Her partner, Karen 
Florida 


smoke at work. She and her partner have to live with ЖМ U.S. Department of 
. Е 7) 1 Health and Human Services 
its effects forever. If you or someone you know wants i АЕ Centers for Disease 


free help to quit smoking, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW. - UN 
#CDCTips 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Facebook “Friends” or Friends? 


“Oh, he says he has hundreds of friends, but how many of them does 
he ever see, or invite to his house? Those aren’t real friends.” 

That used to be my take on Facebook but I’ve begun to reconsider; 
not about the “hundreds,” but the consideration of friends in an expand- 
ed definition. I think there’s more to these e-connections, something 
that creates threads of, let’s say, meta-friendships. 

Most people today have held more than one job; 2016 is no longer 
our fathers’ and grandfathers’ work-the-same-job-till-retirement-take the- 
gold-watch-go-home-and-wait-for-your-coronary existence. With high 
employee turnover, co-workers slipped by into the time-stream never to 
be seen or heard from again. Like so many old classmates of yore; high 
school, college. Gone. 

Not so today with Facebook. Take the interesting Polish lady I used 
to work with at Marshall Fields. We parted ways in 2003. Years later 
I spied her Facebook post, became a friend, and found she’s lived in 
Washington, D.C., Manhattan, and Poland. I thoroughly enjoy follow- 
ing her peripatetic life, including the birth of her grandson, now an 
exuberant toddler. 


Гуе always reacted to infants the way some recoil from arachnids, 
but I enjoy photos of her grandbaby, as well as the activities of another 
coworker that I last saw in person in 2010. I’m cheered by their fam- 
ily adventures, and feel exactly as I did in fourth grade after reading 
Cheaper by the Dozen: how wonderful; participate from afar. 

There are classmates I haven’t seen since our graduation in 1963, 
but today, with the internet and Facebook, several of us continue discus- 
sions, sometimes lively disagreements. Even in Minneapolis, I don’t see 
living beings every day, but Facebook provides means for solitarians to 
extend our feelers (tentatively) into the world. 

What I posit as a national problem, visible daily in those who would 
take over leadership of our country, is a lack of empathy for anyone 
outside their firmly drawn circle. Facebook has many flaws, but it 
does allow the explorer to reach out into another life, another culture, 
even alien methods of navigating the same culture, simply by sharing a 
“Happy Birthday,” “Congratulations,” or “Sorry for your loss” that are 
genuine without having to claim that individual as your best and dearest 
real-life pal. Simply a genuine Facebook friend. ш 


Your Complete Home Team EMN 


Kay T. Johnson 
612.802.8261 


Amy Ruzick 
651.492.1044 


Keith Taylor 
952.829.1584 
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Fe] Results 


LEGAL 
SERVICES 


WHEN YOU NEED 
HELP DIVIDING UP 
THE POT AT THE END 
OF YOUR RAINBOW. 


» 9 
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FIRST EQUITY MORTGAGE 


NMLS #299829 


Golden Valley 
763-251-8001 
8401 Wayzata Blvd 
Ste 340 

Golden Valley 55426 


Bloomington 
763-251-8002 
2626 E 82™ St 

Ste 260 
Bloomington 55425 


Suite 265 


Femort.com 
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Roseville 
763-251-8006 


1935 County Road B2 W = 


Roseville 55113 EQUAL HOUSING 


-HOUGHTALING 


310 FOURTH AVE. $., SUITE 5010. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55415 
612-206-3755 : 
HOUGHTALINGFAMILYLAW.GOA 


JOUSI 
OPPORTUNITY 


JOIN QUORUM FOR THESE UPCOMING 
NETWORKING EVENTS EACH MONTH 


Quorum Coffee Become a Quorum Member 

Second Friday of Every Month • 7:30-9am Members of Quorum enjoy several benefits, including access to a 
Join your fellow early risers and get some quality networking in plethora of networking events and signature event discounts, business 
before you even begin your workday! Start the day off right with directory listing and event-based advertising opportunities, Workplace 
the most important meal of the day, make great new connections, Alliance event participation, and the ability to find business at the 

and talk about what you are up to! You'll also be able to introduce national level via certification with the NGLCC. For more information, 
your business and share news with everyone at the coffee. Are you visit www.twincitiesquorum.com/membership. 

new to Quorum Coffee? These networking events are a casual fun 

way to increase your networks, build your business and meet other 

community business leaders. Food and coffee will be available for 

purchase. Be sure to bring business cards! em 


Women's Networking Lunch 

Monthly е Noon-1:30pm 

Join us for a fun event that highlights LGBT and Allied Women at Wilde 
Roast! A great opportunity to network, it also is a great place to forge 
connections with other women business leaders, have some tasty 
food and have the opportunity to highlight your work. 


= Denise Nix J ERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Position: Income Tax Specialist 

ROR Tax Professionals Since: 2/10/2014 
Interesting Fact: | always wanted to be a gay 
man because | should've been born a queen. 
Passion: Learning 

Vice: Karaoke 

Color: Pink 


4500 Park Glen Road Professionals 

Suite 100 1 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 3009 Holmes Ave. S. • Minnea 

р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com (612) 822-0865 | 


Serving the GLBT Community www.j erryaburg. j 
(and civilized straights) Since 1991 E 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


LAVENDER'S SCORE 
THURSDAYS 
AT THE LOOP 


JANUARY 21, 2016 


MINNESOTA’S- b. 


Oy M 


. 


STOP IN FOR A. , 
FREE TOUR! 6 


PRIDE 
INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


Exclusively Serving the LGBT Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable 
safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for over 28 years. 


Brighten your future - contact us today. C£ 
www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
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LAVENDER LENS 
PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


“THE WEDDING 
HEARD ‘ROUND THE 
WORLD: AMERICA'S 

FIRST GAY MARRIAGE” 
BOOK RECEPTION AT 
U OFM 


JANUARY 26, 2016 


© 2016 SMSC Gaming Enterprise 


А TRIBUTES TO 
— MICHAEL JACKSON - TAYLOR SWIET 
MADONNA - ROD STEWART - STEVEN TYLER 


MARCH 11 & 12 


ON SALE NOW! 


TICKETS STARTING AT $23 


Mystic LAKE 


Visit mysticlake.com for details 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


June. Photo by Carl Atiya Swanson 


GEORGE BONGA: BLACK VOYAGEUR 
Feb. 6-28 

History Theatre, 30 E. 10th St., St. Paul 
651-292-4323 

www.historytheatre.com 


It’s 1837 and Boundary Waters voyageur George Bonga 
is tracking down an Ojibwe warrior believed to have killed 
a white man. Accomplished historical playwright Carlyle 
Brown shares, “What interested me about George Bonga was 
that he was a black man who, except for his brother, had no 
other black people in his world. He was half-Indian among 
Indians who considered him a black-white man because he 
lived like a white man in a white man’s world. In a world 
where many a man was a legend, he was the most legend- 
ary. He struck me as a man who was a metaphor for what 
it means to be different. To be inside, outside, and on the 
boundaries and cross cultural crossroads of different worlds.” 


JUNE 

Feb. 12-26 

Southern Theater, 1420 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis 
612-343-3390 

www.savageumbrella.org 


Savage Umbrella has a gift for historical research, visceral 
drama, and is perhaps the most literate of the more recent 
younger Twin Cities theaters. They are a theatrical force 
to be reckoned with. Their current work, June, reflects the 
1950s lesbian scene. Emily Dussault, Leslie Vincent, and 
one of queer theatergoers’ favorites, Meagan Kedrowski, are 
among the accomplished cast. 
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George Bonga: Black Voyageur. 
Photo by Craig VanDerSchaegen 


Conceiver-director Hannah 
Holman calls June “a story about 
a place in time. By playing the 
juxtaposition of realism and 


magic through poetry, move- 
ment, and music, we hope to 
open conversations about the 
nuances of human connection 
and identity. The historical land- 
scape of late 1950s lesbian social 
culture has created a playground 
for characters to explore rules, 
restrictions, freedom, and the 
push-and-pull of human connec- 
tion. We’re pulling from lives 
real and imagined; past and 
present; hilarious and heart- 
breaking. We’re simultaneously 
leaning into and pushing against 
recognized tropes and tradi- 
tional structures, such as pulp 
fiction, television period drama, 
masculine plot structure, and 
works about the complications of 
impending war.” 


THE TALE OF THE 
ALLERGIST'S WIFE 

Feb. 13-March 6 

Highland Park Community 
Center Theater 

1978 Ford Parkway, St. Paul 
651-647-4315 
www.mnjewishtheatre.org 


It's been too long since we've 
seen the great camp playwright 
Charles Busch's work done by 
a major Twin Cities theater. 
Thankfully, Minnesota Jewish 
Theatre is mounting a revival 
of one of his best: The Tale of 
the Allergist’s Wife directed by 
Warren C. Bowles, featuring 
Sally Wingert. If you were a 
local theatergoer in the late 20th 
century you may recall that the 
Unicorn Theater, the primary 
queer theater, made Busch’s 
hysterical Psycho Beach Party 
one of their cash cows. 

Busch is a legendary drag 
artist with a gift for camp that 
excels, in the vein of those gay 
playwrights with a joyously 
mischievous view of women. 
The role of Marjorie Taub is one 
of the juiciest comedic female 
roles in contemporary drama. 
Her midlife crisis, her selfdoubt, 
and self-pity override her hus- 
band and her mother until the 
arrival of a mysterious childhood 
friend. A great role for Wingert. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 => 


Turbo Tim's | 
for Lovers. 


CARS AREN'T JUST FOR DRIVING. MAKE SURE 
YOUR SUSPENSION IS IN TOP RUNNING ORDER! 


TURBO 
7/ MS Ө MPLS, HN 35418 -12208-8461 


Anything Automotive ТІ M@TURBOTIMS.COM 


Aging isn’t easy. 
Caregiving doesn't need 
to be hard. 


THIS YEAR’S GOAL: 


POLAR If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
pone Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
== i = : 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
To make a e And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
visit PLUNGEMN.ORG or caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
HTTPS://REG.PLUNGEMN.ORG/TEAM/MINNEAPOLIS custom: Care Plani for yourioved:enestoday, 
MAYHEMRUGBYFOOTBALLCLUB 
Right 
MAYHEM RFC 
MINNEAPOLIS Í 1 [fome 


MAYHEM RUGBY In Home Care & Assistance 
IS PROUD TO BE SPONSORED BY LAVENDER = He 


КЕШЕНІ 
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“What may be the greatest of all American musicals.” 
- Ben Brantley, The New York Times 


THEATER LATTE DA anp HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST PRESENT 


Thursday, February 25 


6:30pm at the Pantages Theatre 


A Musical Fable, Book by ARTHUR LAURENTS JOIN US FOR LAVENDER NIGHT 


Musicby JULE STYNE Lyrics by STEPHEN SONDHEIM ON БАНАН 25! 
| | melle Directed by PETER ROTHSTEIN 8 г аах 
РН | minneapolis.broadway.com/groups/promo/ 
Presented by Theater Latte Da Musical Direction by DENISE PROSEK i Enter Dromo Code LAVENDER 
. Е; 3 Е ——— Ss = B = 
and Hennepin Theatre Trust Я SEN EE 
СОИ FEBRUARY 13 - MARCH 13 : PANTAGES THEATRE 
КЕП lis broad ay. / 'groups /p romo IN PERSON STATE THEATRE BOX OFFICE (No service FEES) BY PHONE 800.982.2787 


ONLINE HENNEPINTHEATRETRUST.ORG  cnoups 10* 612.373.5665 
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SPOTLIGHT 


A Chorus Line. Photo by Rich Ryan 
SCC 


A CHORUS LINE 

Feb. 16-28 

Ordway Center, 345 Washington St., St. Paul 
651-224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


A Chorus Line looms as a musical that changed the way we 
see musicals. When it won the 1976 Pulitzer Prize and Tony 
Award, some criticized that it was shaped by taped interviews 
of actual struggling dancers, as if it cheated and wasn’t a 
truly organic work. However, James Kirkwood and Nicholas 
Dante crafted a book and Edward Kleban wrote lyrics that 
cut right to the jugular of that struggle. Blended with Marvin 
Hamlisch's exhilarating score, it audaciously laid lives bare, 
including that of Paul. 

Actor Omar Garibay points out that Paul’s story is one 
queer people can often relate to: “growing up being picked on 
in school, being rejected by family, feeling less than, different, 
ashamed, and alone. I, too, felt many of those things growing 
up, but there is something truly beautiful about his story, 
something that I draw strength from and strive to convey 
every night I step out on the stage. There is a moment in his 
life when I believe he finally came to terms with who he was 
and not only learned to accept himself but to love himself and 
be proud of the man that he was. My favorite line of the Paul 
monologue is when I get to say ‘you know there are a lot of 
people in this world who don’t know how to be men, and since 
then I find out that I am one.’ To realize that being a true man 
is not to conform or fit into society's stereotypical hyper- 
masculine idea of what a man should be, but rather to face life 
and adversity with strength, courage, and pride — that's what 
it truly means to be a man." 


18 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 18-MARCH 2, 2016 


EYE OF THE LAMB 

Feb. 18-27 

Playwrights Center 

2301 Franklin Ave. E. 
Minneapolis 

800-838-3006 
www.workhauscollective.org 


You've been living under a 
rock if you are unaware of how 
Britain’s re-drawing of borders 
in the Middle East at the end 
of the Ottoman Empire was 
consequential for the chaos 
that has plagued the region in 
recent years right up to today. 
Gifted playwright Trista Bald- 
win (Patty Red Pants, American 
Sexy) has written a new work 
about a British woman for all 
seasons, Gertrude Bell (1868- 
1926). Workhaus Collective 
presents the world premiere 
starring Annie Enneking who 
recently wowed audiences in 
Latte Da’s Lullaby. 

Baldwin expresses, “I was 
blown away to discover that the 
borders of today’s Iraq were 
drawn up by this eccentric 
Victorian woman, Gertrude 
Bell. How strange! I had to find 
out more, and I had to write a 
play to tell people what I found, 
because it’s really not what I 
expected. I expected her to 
have been a real colonialist but 
she was on her own indepen- 
dent quest for what she called 
Personhood; something she did 
not find in Britain. In her drive 
to experience life to the fullest 


and be seen as a Person, she 
ended up having, accidentally, 
a huge political impact on the 
Middle East. Her culpability in 
what Iraq is today, and her suc- 
cesses and failures in achieving 
Personhood and Self Determi- 
nation for both herself and the 
Arab people is what this play 
digs into.” 


LOVE IS NEVERA LIE 

Feb. 19-27 

Phoenix Theatre 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

612-377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatrempls.org 


Jenna Papke has shown 
herself to be a gifted stage 
director. She has now written 
a play that runs at Phoenix 
Theatre. Love is Never a Lie 
blends romance with espionage 
and queer content. She shares 
that “the dialogue is informed 
by the witty comedies of Cary 
Grant and Katherine Hepburn, 
and the style has an eye to clas- 
sic noir. Meredith Larson plays 
Cynthia Debrett, a role that was 
written for her, quite literally, 
but Cynthia was also written 
for everyone confident in their 
abilities, but not in themselves. 
It’s a love story, not only in the 
plot, but for every awkward, bril- 
liant, and wonderful human who 
has ever loved someone they 
believed impossibly out of their 
reach.” ш 


Love is Never a Lie. Photo by Jenna Papke 
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Э 5 ауу 9 е [ Designed and artisan made in Minnesota 


Visit our Facebook page 


Serving the LGBTQA community for over 30 years! 
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David Shannon MSW, LICSW Rick DuChene MA,LCP Catherine M. Hedberg MA, LP 
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SCENE 


EAT THE MENU 


BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


PHOTOS BY HUBERT BONNET 


The Sheridan Room's sous chef, Steve Lo, general manager, 
Rachel Booth, and executive chef, Ella Wesenberg. Right: Belly 
up to the bar and listen to some of the vinyl-only tunes. 


[he sheridan Room 


A phoenix has risen from the ashes of the much-beloved Modern 
Cafe. A casual comfort-food phoenix with a neighborhood sensibility 
perfectly suited for its classic Northeast Minneapolis location. Lucky for 
us, this new bird also boasts the faint aroma of beer can chicken. More 
on that in a bit. 

Newly christened, The Sheridan Room comes courtesy of father/son 
duo Jon and Jarret Oulman, along with Joshua Mandelman. The trio is 
responsible for other tasty hits, including the 331 Club, The Amsterdam 
Bar and Hall, and Como Dockside. 

Their latest effort is exactly the kind of place you want to head after a 
long day at the office. Or along night of partying. Or really just whenev- 
er you need a food hug, as they're now open for breakfast, lunch, dinner, 
and brunch. A couple friends and I grabbed a post-office bite a couple 
weeks back to experience this postmodern fare firsthand. 

'The menu at The Sheridan Room is as straightforward and no-non- 
sense as the food itself. There are entrée sandwiches to choose, salads to 
devour, snacks to start, or you can go with a package deal: pick a protein, 
add two sides and a sauce. It's that easy. And provides endless combo 


opportunities. The proteins are plenty, depending upon your mood, but 
you'll do yourself a disservice if someone at your table doesn't order 
the beer can chicken with Wonderstuff gravy. The bird is moist and ten- 
der with tons of flavor, but not (like many beerburdened dishes) bitterly 
overhoppy. And I don't know what magic Wonderstuff is, but you'll be 
dipping everything in it in short order. 

As for the sides, just know narrowing it down to two is a fool's er- 
rand. Hopefully for your sake, you've brought a couple fools with you. 
That way you get two sides. They get two sides. Everyone shares. Cri- 
sis averted. My personal favorites include the brussels sprouts, chilled 
beets and, of course, the mac 'n' cheese. The brussels sprouts are crisp 
and caramelized. The chilled beets are laced with dill and dolloped with 
creme fraiche. The mac ‘n’ cheese is a religious experience and one that 
should be celebrated regularly without any and all guilt or shame. 

If you're in a sammy kind of mood, I can't recommend the reuben 
highly enough. And I promise you, that's saying something. So many 
times I've ordered a reuben only to come up short. The meat is meh or 
the sauce scarce. This reuben is unreal. The house-made corned beef 
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ICEHOUSE 


MPLS. MINN 


2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 


OPEN FOR LUNCH, BRUNCH, DINNER AND LATE NIGHT. 


MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK 


CATERING 
612.238.4444 damico.com 


+ EST.1997 © 
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GREAT COCKTAILS е FABULOUS WINE LIST 
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The largest selection of 
(over 1600 labels) at all price points. 


The largest selection of 
(over 420 labels) from national brands 
to small volume hard-to-find micro 
brews. 


A complete selection of , aS 

well as all the leading labels in Scotch, 

Bourbon, Whisky, Rum, Vodka, Gin and 
Brandy at industry-leading prices. 


Access to our walk-in humidor with a 
complete selection of 
(over 100 labels). 


Knowledgeable staff to answer all 
your beverage questions 


Wine Tasting room for groups up to 14. 


SENIORS: 10% Off Non-sale wine, 
beer & liquor everyday!* 


Ask about our 
Wedding & Party Discounts. 


Fast, quality service & free parking. 


Family owned & operated 
for over 30 years. 


LOWRY iu LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Ihiwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE 
TSPIRITS 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
Long Lake, MN 55356 
Lakesidewineandspirits.com 


€I Minnesota 


Monthly 


EXPERIENCE 


\ 
The most delicious 
weekend of the year. 


Sample food from some of the Twin 
Cities’ top restaurants and sip on fine 
wines, specialty craft beers, and more 
all in the warmth and comfort of the 
Metropolitan and Legends Clubs of 
Target Field. Learn more about unique 
varietals during wine seminars, and 
meet local and national wine makers, 
craft brewers, local chefs, and culinary 
personalities. 
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WITH BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


and kraut, gruyere, Russian dressing, and rye bread all combine to 
form a perfect balance any honest reuben lover longs for. Add the fresh 
cut fries and you'll plotz. 

The craft cocktails are perfectly poised to compliment any meal or 
mood, so don't be afraid to challenge your server to suggest some- 
thing. And if you're not feeling a full sit-down, grab a drink and order 
up a big fat, warm soft pretzel with beer cheese sauce. A little nip and 
nosh never hurt nobody. 

After eating our way yet again across the menu, I can honestly say 


'The Sheridan Room is well-poised to settle in and become a Northeast 
staple. And by "settle in," I mean surprise and delight. Every neighbor- 
hood should have a Sheridan Room. Until they do, however, I will gladly 
traipse across town for a bowl of their mac ‘n’ cheese. And I hope you 
will, too. 


THE SHERIDAN ROOM 
337 13th Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
www.thesheridanroom.com 


Upper (left-right): The reuben with fries; beer can chicken with Wonderstuff gravy and sides of 
wild rice crouton with mire poix and gruyere and a delicious serving of brussels sprouts; mac 'n' 
cheese made with beer cheese and corn flakes. Lower (left-right): The pretzel with beer cheese 
sauce; a light space for a comfy meal; craft drinks that delight from straight-from-the-barrel 
bourbon to mimosas made with always-fresh juice and Pop Rocks. 
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WATERSTREETINN.US 
651-439-4000 
101 Water Street South 
Езі:1890 Stillwater, MN 55082 


2 
WHEN IT COMES TO 


MAKE 
MINE A > 


|. Жу | Charlie’s Pub | 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course, 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a ү m - 
specially selected glass of wine E^ а * fine burgers, beer & wine * 
for $34.95 per person. Served from ee = 

- 5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. se ве ow. 


P 


NORTH LOOP MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL 
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Li 
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TWO HAPPY HOURS 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 
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| _ NOW OFFERING APPETIZER PLATTERS FOR GROUPS, »— $1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
| SMALL PLATES, TAP BEER AND A CHOCOLATE FOUNTAIN. | таға 
| HOST YOUR EVENT IN OUR NEW BAR OR PRIVATE DINING ROOM! 


| CONTACT US FOR A RECEPTION MENU AND CUSTOMIZED PLANNING 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm 


FOR YOUR OFFICE HAPPY HOUR OR PARTY! $3 Martinis 
| During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


OUR NEW BAR NOW HAS THE BEST HAPPY HOUR IN DOWNTOWN! | ee ETP) apt evene 
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BEST BURGER in TOWN! 
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0 - EA CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER & THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
Sameer or restrictions: 242 WEST 7TH STREET | SAINT PAUL, MN 55102 | 651.222.3100 
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TRAVEL| BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


ред; ы. 
pise 


Wiscinsin State Capitol in winter. Photo courtesy of Erica Tadsen Photography 


Ll 


Madison: 


ITS AMAD, MAD WORLD 


What's that wafting in the air? It's the scent of quirkiness; the sweet 
aroma of a lifestyle that's both lively and laid-back. It's Perfume de Madi- 
son, four hours east (and left) of the Twin Cities. It’s Wisconsin's capitol. 
And capitol of cool. A compact urban center where town and gown are 
joined like ham and eggs (organic and heirloom, of course): the lawmak- 
ers, lobbyists (and protesters) of the State Capitol building, the city's 
epicenter, balanced by the scholars of the university. An isthmus, mean- 
dering between two city lakes, links the two. 

Let's start our visit at the Capitol itself (free tours), crowned by the 
fourth-floor observation deck with a 360-degree cityscape and, just above, 
a golden maiden pointing "Forward" (that's both her name and the state's 
motto) — or, as wags smirk, a hint to the governor to make an exit. 

The circular greensward carpeting the Capitol approach is claimed 
by locals as their outdoor living room, home of free concerts, picnics, a 
parade of food trucks, and a weekly farmers’ market (mid-April through 
mid-December). 

The real estate belting it boasts a wine bar, trendy restaurants, and 
shops like Fromagination, boasting 150-plus Wisconsin cheeses cut to 
order — “nothing you need, but everything you want,” explains owner 
Ken Montleone as he hands out samples. 

A few steps further and you're at the Wisconsin Veterans Museum, 
an anything-but-dusty panorama of the state’s role in wars from Civil 
(Wisconsin’s famed Iron Brigade led the Battle of Antietam) through 
Spanish-American, Philippine, Mexican-American (heavy wool uniforms 
in the torrid Texas heat?), to World Wars I and II, Korea, and Vietnam 
(first chance to fight in combat zones for blacks, Hispanics, and women). 
PS. The gift shop sells marionettes personifying the state’s greats, from 
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Hank Aaron and Georgia O’Keeffe to Sen. Gaylord Nelson. 

Follow MLK Boulevard to Monona Terrace Convention Center, the 
last building by homeboy Frank Lloyd Wright, designed in 1938 to echo 
the nearby Capitol but left unbuilt until approved posthumously in 1992 
(free tours). A photo gallery reveals his inner persona, while a gift shop 
peddles his designs blanketing everything from scarves, ties, and jigsaw 
puzzles to the snow globe he would have hated. 

Join the bikers streaking aside Lake Monona below, or retrace your 
steps to State Street, a seven-block pedestrian-only ramble ending at the 
campus. It’s crammed with coffeehouses like Steep ’n’ Brew, ethnic eat- 
eries from Peruvian to Laotian, Mexican to Greek, and indie boutiques, 
both fine and funky. Refresh yourself at HopCat, sporting 130 brews on 
tap (many, many from Wisconsin) or Red Elephant, whose best-selling 
house-made truffles include crème brûlée and salted caramel whiskey. 
Vom Fass offers gourmands an opportunity to bottle-to-go their choice 
of olive oils, vinegars, and spirits (even cognacs and single malts). Or 
simply grab a bench for some of the best people-watching on the planet. 

Revive your inner artist at Madison Museum of Contemporary Art 
(MMCA) on State Street, designed by star-chitect Cesar Pelli, sporting 
shows like “Death in Venice” — singular illustrations by a professor 
emeritus from the U’s Art Department. The gift shop’s well-curated col- 
lection of home and body accents is dangerously alluring. 

On the campus, brake for more art in the (free, as are all museums) 
Chazen Museum’s immersive collection of every bold name in modern 
movements: Picasso to Henry Moore, Grant Wood to Grandma Moses, 
Salvador Dali, Andy Warhol — plus Asian and African treasures. 

Then stride to the student union, with its beach-side terrace aside Lake 
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* Color Treatments * Gift Cards Available 


The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
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(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


ЕЗ facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


FIRST FRIDAY OF EVERY MONTH 


MARCH 4TH 


APRIL IST 
MAY 6TH 
JUNE 3RD 
JULY 1ST 
AUGUST 5TH 


facebook.com/KinkyFri fetlife.com/KinkyFridayMpls 
408 S. HENNEPIN AVE. - MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 - GAY90S.COM - 612.333.7755 


LOCATIONS! 


«OPEN. ШЕРІ е 
Pe[SONaL TOYS 
LOMANTIC GIFTS 


NOVELTIES 


"ne 


MINNEAPOLIS 814 B HENNEPIN AVE L 


Shop - Maps • Info: FantasyGifts.com - FantasyGiftsMN.com 


THE AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 25 


TRAVEL 


Mendota: beer, brats, and campus-made ice cream (follow the long lines). 
Free concerts, too. (Does anyone ever study around here?) Hikers can 
ramble all the way to Picnic Point, anchoring the lakeside nature preserve. 

Now you're more than ready for the very best reason to visit Madison, 
and that's dinner. Farm-to-table is a sub-set of the Ten Commandments 
here, initiated decades before it became common parlance. In the van- 
guard, l'Etoile, aside the local Farmers Market from which it gleans its 
fixings, is headed by James Beard-blessed chef Tory Miller, who serves 
seasonal starters like sweet corn and bacon risotto and Hook Farm's 
cheddar with heirloom tomatoes and watercress, concluding (be still, 
my heart) with black raspberry crème brûlée and carrot-molasses spice 
cake aside honey-raspberry custard. Nearby, his new venture, Graze, 
wows diners with a Wisconsin charcuterie and cheese board (and a 
pickle board, too), to augment maybe the best grilled cheese in the state 
(hint: Graze is one of the few locovore havens that's open for lunch). The 
latest: Tory's take on Spanish tapas, celebrated at Estrellon. 

Johnny Delmonico’s is a state-of-the-art steakhouse (primo fish and chick- 
en, too) also starring a BLT-turned-BLAST, thanks to creamy avocado and 
crispy pea shoots. Fresco, perched on the rooftop of the MMCA, has lured a 
chef from New Orleans, who's introduced his signature seasonal dishes like a 
snap pea chiffonade with mint and house-made prosciutto; grilled peach salad 
dolled up with goat cheese, honey, truffle oil, and walnuts; and *bayoubaisse": 
Creole tomato broth licking andouille sausage, crab, shrimp, and green toma- 
toes atop rice. Oh, and beignets — here enriched with milk chocolate. Don't 
miss the celery-vodka-lemon cocktail, either. 

Heritage Tavern's best-seller? Maybe the devilled eggs, says chef/pa- 
tron Dan Fox. Oh, but how about the crispy pork belly with tuna and foie 
gras with pickled mango-pineapple compote? The Wisconsin whitefish, 
transformed with lobster-coconut curry? And the Alsatian-braised heri- 


tage pork, from the farm where Dan walks the talk and raises his own pigs. 

Ask him about Madison's current dining picture? "It's a big-city food scene 
in a smaller town. Lots of really fantastic restaurants." Tory Miller agrees: 
"People are excited for yammy food from people that know how to make it." 

And that extends to breakfast. Marigold Kitchen is the place to be for 
not-your-mundane morning fuel, like duck confit hash. Roasted salmon 
frittata. Or simply extraordinary muffins. Short Stack Eats serves ex- 
traordinary variations on its namesake, plus a mean pulled pork on 
cheese grits to begin the day. 

For more insider info (plus hearty samplings), join a food tour such 
as the one Otehlia Cassidy offers (www.madisoneats.net). From her op- 
tions (downtown, bike, brunch, etc.) we chose to explore the up-and- 
coming Atwood neighborhood, stopping at Mermaid Café for its best- 
selling banh mi; One Barrel, a new micro-brewery; a taqueria (fried 
cauliflower filling, anyone?); Lau Laan Xang, showcasing mama's reci- 
pes from Laos (hope it's the day for squash curry); and Gail Ambrosius 
Chocolatier, among others. Good thing you drove — lots of room in the 
trunk. To learn more, visit www.visitmadison.com. ш 


ENDNOTE: IT'S SO GAY! 


BARS: Plan B: DJs, dancing, drag shows; one of the newer hits on "Wil- 
ly" street • Woof's: gay sports hangout for the bear and leather crowd; 
daily deals * Five Nightclub: the most obvious choice, a welcoming, 
sprawling complex with three bars; queer line dancing Mondays and 
Third Saturdays; women's night Second Saturdays and Fourth Wednes- 
days * Shamrock: an Irish tavern (duh) that's a longstanding Madison 
classic. OUTREACH: GLBT community center, with Salon discussion 
groups, etc. SPORTS: Madison Gay Hockey Association 
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FOC 
MAP.COM 


Fully indexed, Fully Searchable, Friends of Community Map’. 
When you can't find it, FOC it! 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
19 М. 15th St., Minneapolis • (612) 871-5553 • facebook.com/The19Bar 
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Your friend in the jewelry business? 
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Mi 


The Genderless Closet Of 


DJ HU 


Photography by Jessica Lerby 
Story & Art Direction by John Mark 


and musical collaborator for artists like Bobby Raps, Aaron Carter, Spooky Black, Corbin, and Grammy-winning local 
hip-hop artist, Allan Kingdom. Tip has made countless contributions to the local party scene, and when it comes 
to his personal style, his rejection of gender binaries is a clear indication of his ideologies on self-expression. With a 
refreshing individuality that is unfortunately rare in the hip-hop community, Tip is out to shake things up. We had a 
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ON INDIVIDUALITY 


"| don't feel lm better than anyone else, but | feel that a lot of people dress the same. It seems like people are 
wearing uniforms when they go out, all the guys will be in a plaid shirt or whatever.... | want the world to be more 
exciting than that. | express myself through what | wear. It's just fun. 
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ON WORKING WITH AARON CARTER 
“My manager connected us, but even before that, at this show, [Aaron Carter] saw the way | was dressed, and 
asked to take a picture with me. He was like, ‘I gotta get a picture with you. This shit looks fresh.’ He was really 
nice and we vibed well. “ 


>» 


ON 2016 GOALS 
“I’m looking to invest more in shows and invest more in myself. Right now, | throw a party and say, ‘Thank god 
people come.’ That fact alone is amazing to me, but |’m excited to give more to the following that | have. | feel 
Minnesota is really forward-thinking, and | want to push that into the foreground.“ 
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ON WEARING WOMEN’S CLOTHES 
“For me, I’ve never been interested in what so-called ‘mens’ fashion has had to offer me. It was a natural progression. | started wearing '80s 
tracksuits that happened to be in the women’s section. Then | started looking in the women's section more and thought, ‘This shit is way 
cooler than what's in the men's section right now.’ | never thought twice about what someone was going to say, | just feel women's 
wear has more to offer me." 


“06006 


ON THE GLBT COMMUNITY 
"| want to work with parties like Flip Phone. | want to see everyone party together. Га like to see less of a division between gay dance parties 
and straight dance parties. | know everything is a process, within the hip hop community and the party community, there could be more unity. 
| want to make a comfortable space for everybody.” 
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OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


International Mr. Leather 2015 
Patrick Smith 


International Mr. Leather (IML) 2015 Patrick 
Smith recently traveled from his home in Los An- 
geles to Minneapolis to help judge the Mr. Min- 
neapolis Eagle 2016 contest. While he was here I 
had the chance to ask him a few questions. 

You grew up in Winnipeg? 

Patrick Smith: Yeah, not too far from here. 
About eight hours north. I came from a great 
family. My parents have both been very sup- 
portive throughout my whole life. My mom 
was at IML to cheer me on. 

When did you come out as a gay man? 

PS: When I was 21. My mother was the first 
person I came out to. I had no intention of com- 
ing out to her when I did, but she can read me 
like a book. I was living in Ottawa at the time, 
and she called me just to say hi. I was going 
through something with a guy, and she sensed 
that something was wrong. I said it’s nothing, 
don’t worry about it, but she has this way of 
pulling it out of me. Eventually I just told her. 
One of my tattoos is the roman numerals of the 
date that I came out — the exact date of that 
whole conversation. 

What made you want to have a tattoo of 
that date? 

PS: It was probably the single biggest turn- 
ing point in my life. That conversation on that 
day was the first moment when I felt comfort- 
able in my own skin, expressing myself and 
identifying as a gay man. That was the point 
at which I told myself that I wasn’t gonna hide 
from people any more. 

You were living in Ottawa when you came 
out? 

PS: I was in Ottawa working in politics in 
the prime minister’s office. I was the assistant 
to Stephen Harper’s chief of staff. It was a really 
incredible experience to see how government 
and politics work from the very inner circle. 
I was there for a year and a half, then I spent 
four years working for the Conservative Party 
in Manitoba. I’ve always been very political. My 
grandfather had me out door-knocking for can- 
didates when I was, like, nine years old. 

You worked for the Conservative Party? 
You don’t seem that conservative to me. 

PS: (laughs) Well, maybe not sexually. But 
“conservative” in Canada means a very different 
thing than "conservative" in the United States. 

What brought you to Los Angeles? 

PS: I've always wanted to come to the Unit- 
ed States and live here. I'd finished my under- 
grad degree and I wanted to get my MBA. I got 


Patrick Smith, moments after winning the International 
Mr. Leather 2015 title. Photo by Steve Lenius 


into UCLA, I came down here and spent two 
years getting that degree, I fell in love, I got a 
great job, and I decided I wanted to stay. 

And you were able to stay because you 
got married? 

PS: That's right. My husband Michael and 
I have been together for four years and mar- 
ried for two. We got married in Malibu on the 
Fourth of July, right after Prop 8 and DOMA 
were struck down. We were one of the very 
first gay couples to go through the immigration 
process together as a married couple. 

Your thoughts on marriage equality? 

PS: I said in my IML speech, I grew up in 
Canada and gay marriage was the only reality 
that I could remember as an adult. It was legal- 
ized nationwide in 2004, but in Manitoba it had 
been legal prior to that. I guess my reaction is, 
it's a no-brainer, what took so long? Kudos to 
the Supreme Court Justices who took that step, 
particularly Justice Kennedy, and to the activ- 
ists who pushed it. 

And you were on the Supreme Court 
steps when the decision was handed down. 

PS: I was! Like I said, I’m a political nerd. I 
felt like it was important for me to represent the 
leather community on the steps of the court. I 
reached out to the DC Sisters of Perpetual In- 
dulgence, and they joined me there. 

While at UCLA you were head of cor- 
porate relations for Out at Anderson, the 


LGBT student association. Does the stu- 
dent organization need a “head of corpo- 
rate relations"? 

PS: Alot of the student groups have corpo- 
rate relations arms to bring in funding for the 
club and for the school, and to represent the 
club to the corporate world. In business school, 
everyone is trying to make that leap and get 
jobs in corporate America, or corporate wher- 
ever, so this was the face of the LGBT group to 
the outside world. 

You also do work for the Point Founda- 
tion. Can you tell us about that? 

PS: The Point Foundation makes sure that 
certain LGBT youth, who are troubled or have 
been displaced, can go to college. Education is 
very important to me, and it's so heartbreak- 
ing to hear the stories about students who did 
well in high school, but they came out and their 
families rejected them. That's something the 
Point Foundation helps address. 

How has your IML title year been so far? 

PS: It's been great! The community has been 
very welcoming. One of the goals of my title year 
has been not just to go to places for parties or 
to judge contests, but also to go to places in the 
world where the gay community is still marginal- 
ized and to help bring awareness to that. 

You've been to some places IMLs don't 
usually go. 

PS: I wanted to go to Africa, and I was do- 
ing research on which country I should go to, 
which is the safest, what were the gay-rights 
groups like in certain places. And eventually 
I just said, fuck it, I’m gonna go to Uganda. 
It's one of the scariest places, but it was a life- 
changing experience. I met with a Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee, I met with a fellow who's a high 
school principal who's also a gay-rights activist 
— some really, really incredible people. 

I went to Ukraine after Uganda, and that was 
a surprising experience. Following the revolu- 
tion there in 2014, I expected things to be get- 
ting better, butthings have actually gotten worse 
there for gay people. In the border towns, where 
the territory is still being disputed, pro-Russian 
terrorist groups are actively hunting down gay 
people. I met with some women in a shelter in 
Kiev who had to flee their homes in the middle 
of the night. And Crimea was a hotbed of LGBT 
tourism — think about it almost as the Ukrai- 
nian Fire Island. Can you imagine what it would 
be like if Russia annexed Fire Island tomorrow? 
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They completely drove the gay community 
out of there. So I’ve been all over — it’s been 
a wide spectrum of experiences. 

Im glad you included Minneapolis 
among your travels. 

PS: I came here a lot as a kid, being 
from Winnipeg — band trips and things 
like that, and trips to the Mall of America. 
So it feels good to be back. 

Any other travel plans? 

PS: I’m going to Trinidad next week. A 
lot of people are under the impression that 
in the western hemisphere things are pretty 
good, but the Caribbean is sort of the last 
vestige of some really heinous homophobia. 

Who’s paying for all your travels? 

PS: (laughs) You should see my credit 
card bill! 

You're underwriting it yourself? 

PS: Mostly, yes. The humanitarian 
stuff and the political stuff, that’s all out of 
my own pocket. 

You are a published writer. 

PS: I had the honor of being published 
several times by The Advocate. 

You also answered “Ask Me Any- 
thing” questions on the Reddit website. 
Were the questions what you expected? 

PS: I had no idea what to expect. I felt 
like Reddit was a way to put myself out 
there, not just to the gay community, but to 
anybody reading who wanted to comment. 
There were one or two really homophobic 
comments that came up, but that’s fine. I 
like discussion, and I like debate, and that’s 
what we need to do more of to change 
hearts and minds. 

What do you do professionally? 

PS: I work for Marvel Studios. I am di- 
rector of business development there. 

Is Marvel supportive of your title 
and travel? 

PS: Totally. They've been great, par- 
ticularly in terms of flexibility and allowing 
me to work remotely while I’m traveling. 

Have you thought about what you 
want to do after your year as IML? 

PS: I definitely want to continue the hu- 
manitarian work Гуе been doing. There is 
so much work that can be done, and there 
are very few organizations out there that 
really support the international community. 
Tm also writing a book about my journey in 
the contest system and IML. Maybe ГЇЇ pro- 
mote the book a little bit after my step-down. 

Last question: Has anyone suggest- 
ed basing a Marvel character on you? 
PS: (laughs) I wish! That would be nice. 
I think it would be a little too scandalous, 
though. B 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Slavery's Exiles: The Story of the American Maroons 
Sylviane A. Diouf 

New York University Press 

$30 


Diouf, a curator at the New York Library's Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture, has opened a 
little-known window on certain aspects of slave existence 
in the United States. While there were always, from the 
first introduction of the enslaved, “runaways,” there were 
others who escaped to contrive a totally separate liminal 
existence in the swamps, caves, and deep woods that 
surrounded inhabited farms and plantations. Maroons, 
as they were called, intended to claim their autonomy at 
whatever price, and that price was high for any that were 
captured. Diouf details their methods of survival, and 
even of a few specific communities, i.e., those in Great 
Dismal Swamp. Well written, thoroughly researched, the 
book shows vividly the importance of freedom in every 
person's life. 


The Allure of Love: The Shades of Istanbul 
Livingston Merchant 

Livingston T. Merchant 

$12 


Widower David Fordyce arrives in Istanbul with his 
nine-year-old daughter, Aliki, prepared to start a year's 
university teaching job while continuing his personal 
quest to understand why a just God allows suffering and 
evil. At their hotel, they meet owner Marie Janssens, 
herself a young widow with a daughter Aliki's age. The 
two adults are predictably drawn together, as are the kids, 
but Merchant mixes in the Istanbul shades, citizens of 
the centuries, some of whom gently interfere in the lives 
and fortunes of those walking the streets today. David 
has drawn Greek monk, Cyril, and black cat, Anthracite, 
together with fellow revenant Huysen, a dervish. These 
story threads weave together to provide, if not answers, at 
least intimations to what David — and mankind — seeks. 


The White Possessive: Property, Power, and 
Indigenous Sovereignty 

Aileen Moreton-Robinson 

University of Minnesota Press 

$27 


This book is written about Australia, but has great import 
for the role race played — and continues to play — in 

the acquisition of property and the dominion of whites 
over non-whites. Writes Moreton-Robinson, "I argue 

that the possessive logic of patriarchal white sovereignty 
works ideologically to naturalise the nation as a white 
possession by informing and circulating a coherent set 

of meanings about white possession as part of common 
sense knowledge." She examines how whites use their 
self-proclaimed superiority to claim ownership of prop- 
erty, to own others as property, and to subject indigenous 
peoples to their will. While she focuses on the Australian 
Aboriginal people, she is writing a template for world his- 
tory, of conquerors using their self-proclaimed superiority 
to demean, displace, and destroy others. 


Fat Old Woman in Las Vegas: Gambling, Dieting, 
and Wicked Fun 

Pat Dennis 

Penury Press 

$9.95 


Local mystery writer (Murder by Chance, Killed by 
Chance) and stand-up comedian by trade, gambling is 
Dennis’ avocation. Like Little Liza on the ice floes, Dennis 
navigates the lethal depth of The Strip armed with humor, 
pathos, courage, determination, and pure-D bull-headed- 
ness. She won't fly, has genetically flawed knees that balk 
at her obese frame, and she's poor. It takes a year to plan 
and scrimp and save to get to Vegas, and willpower to 
ration her money by daily (expensive) ATM withdraw- 
als. This engaging book is neither pro nor con regarding 
travel or gambling, but rather a ringing cry of “damn 
your limitations and full — or whatever — speed ahead!" 
That's Dennis on the cover, winning at one of her beloved 
(sometimes not-so-beloved) slots. Bi 
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Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


Picture your ideally designed home. Every piece of furniture, 
every pop of color, every knickknack on the shelf as a perfect reflec- 
tion of you. Now imagine making that happen. Getting to the point of 
being completely happy with your decor can be a process, and some- 
times figuring out how to get there seems near-impossible. Which is 
where Ask The Expert comes in. 

At this year’s Minneapolis Home and Garden Show, Carter Aver- 
beck (of the Minneapolis home design store Omforme) will be tak- 
ing the stage and answering questions as a home design expert. 
“The approach is fairly simple: you listen to the homeowner in what 
they are trying to convey,” Averbeck says. “Sometimes homeowners 
have definitive questions and sometimes not. When they don't, it's 
my job to ask the right questions to help them gain the information 
they're looking for." 

There are two areas where Ask The Expert will be taking place. 
On the main stage, the format will be a panel of designers on the 
stage taking questions from audience as a Q&A segment. Averbeck 
assures that it should be information-packed and fun for anyone who 
wants to have a panel of experts to gain knowledge from. The second 
area will be a booth that is open throughout the event where folks 
can sign up for a 15-minute complimentary consultation on anything 
to do with design for their home. Here, each of the experts will be 
able to have a one-on-one time with interested event-goers. 

Finding the booth should be relatively easy; the Ask The Expert 
booth will be near the front entrances with signs pointing folks in 
the right direction to sign up for the consultations. Averbeck will be 
there much of the time with the other experts, ready to tackle your 
design conundrums. The Home and Garden Show booklet will have 
the times when the panel will be on the main stage. 

Averbeck was actually approached to join the panel of experts 
for his repurposed aesthetic. He says, "I was participating in another 


event that features repurposed furniture and a scout for the Home and 
Garden Show walked by my booth and was elated to see such a dif- 
ferent point of view from the other vendors that she thought I'd be a 
great feature at the Home and Garden Show as a vendor and speaker." 

Be on the lookout for that Ask the Expert booth, as it was de- 
signed by Averbeck using repurposed items that most will never 
even realize are repurposed. At the booth, Averbeck will also be shar- 
ing his expertise on how to spot good bone structure in both older 
furniture and architecture. 

“Гуе been in the design business a long time and it is still a major 
passion of mine," Averbeck continues. “As a matter of fact, I’m a nerd 
about design history in both interior and product design so I’m defi- 
nitely owning the term ‘expert.” 

Although Averbeck won't know the trends you'll see at the Home 
and Garden show until the show opens, he's noticed what's been go- 
ing on in the design industry as a whole. "We've had a good run with 
Mid-Century revival styles for the past ten years and now the indus- 
try is starting to diversify again," he says. "A big trend happening 
on both coasts is 1970s and '80s modernism in muted sophisticated 
tones. The eco trend of blues, greens, and grey still dominate the 
industry but also look for bright saturated pops of unexpected colors 
like honeyed yellows, deep crimsons and heathered blue/violets." 

As for trends he's tired of seeing, he's got an answer for that, as 
well. “As a designer, I see lots of trends that oversaturate the mar- 
ket,” he shares. “All-white rooms and reclaimed wood siding for ac- 
cent walls are just a couple, but the key for consumers is this: if you 
know you are going to like the trend well past the ‘freshness date’ of 
the fickle design industry, then it's your choice to make." 

With that advice in hand, saddle up for the Home and Garden 
Show's two weekends (Feb. 26-28 and March 4-6) full of inspiration 
for your home. Even if you've been to the Home and Garden Show 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 38 => 
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Bench by Elijah Neumann of NeuDesign, available at Omforme. 


before, Averbeck insists that this year will be different. 

“This year, the show is trending more towards design-related fea- 
tures,” Averbeck shares. “In the past, it’s mostly been about roofing, 
windows, and landscaping, but now there is more diversity in the 
vendors at the event so that a consumer now has more variety of 
things to see with many of those things being more accessible to 
obtain. I personally am excited for the Made in MN booths featur- 
ing items locally made by MN furniture and craftspeople. We have 
amazing talent in this state and that’s something of a treat for event 
attendees to experience.” 

Local craftspeople and designs are featured in Averbeck’s store- 
front. Omforme keeps growing and redefining style by adding new 
local artisans making furniture and home decor items that truly 
rival, and in many cases, surpasses those big box stores in both 
design and price point. 

“We are proud to be a unique stand-alone in what many folks find 
to be a sea of sameness in the furnishings options in the Twin Cities,” 
Averbeck says. “I am seeing more folks wanting artisanal items to 
add true personality to their homes and that’s what we are focusing 
on most within the store.” 

The demand for repurposed furniture has grown since Omforme 
first opened shop. What Averbeck hears continuously is how much 
people are shocked at the high prices for furnishings and goods that 
aren’t that well made or, for that matter, unique. 

“This happens when you don’t go out furniture shopping much,” 
he explains. “Now, people are really starting to look at the quality vs. 
cost factor. There’s also a burgeoning trend to not purchase mass- 
marketed goods for fear of looking the same as your neighbor down 


the street. We are a society of individual expression now and mass- 
marketed goods can’t address that as well as older repurposed items 
can. The stigma of having ‘old’ as a bad thing is becoming less and less 
of a problem in the minds of consumers as they search for the unique 
over mass-produced. They are starting to realize not everything has to 
be new to be beautiful. It just has to be new to them.” But repurposed 
doesn’t necessarily mean the shabby chic aesthetic that dominates 
Pinterest. Averbeck says that aesthetic has remained popular for the 
past 20-plus years because it's easy to accomplish for DIYers and you 
don’t have to do a perfect job in order to get desired results. 

“Our whole concept at the store is to show people that a different 
aesthetic can be achieved,” Averbeck says. “Those who want to repur- 
pose but don’t have an affinity for shabby chic usually find out about 
us on the web or through word of mouth and it’s as if they've found an 
ally in modern repurposed goods. What I like to do is show a customer 
a piece of furniture, such as a chair. Then I ask them to imagine it as 
shabby chic, then as modern, then as their own style. It’s a way of get- 
ting them to start using their imaginations, and away they go!” 

“I rarely miss the opportunity to tell homeowners to trust their 
instincts,” he continues. “Each of us knows essentially what we like 
design-wise and what we don’t but few believe in their own choices. I 
tell clients continuously: I’m only the guide, you are the one driving 
the boat. We’ll do this together.” ш 


For more information on Carter Averbeck, Omforme, and the Minneapolis 
Home and Garden Show, head to www.homeandgardenshow.com or www. 
omformedesign.com. 


Available in all colors 


Elk River 
15612 Jarvis St. NW 
763-441-7011 


Coon Rapids 
2163 Coon Rapids Blvd. 
763-755-4149 


* OVER 36 YEARS IN BUSINESS 

* EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE 
* EXPERIENCED, KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF 
* HUGE SELECTION 


WWW.FURNITUREANDTHINGS.COM 


Maintenance free folding Adirondack Chairs 


Come see the NEW natural finishes in the Maintenance Free Poly Furniture. 


Minnesota's Largest Selection of Maintenance-free Furniture. Great Customer Service and a Knowledgeable Staff. 


13745 Sunfish Lake Blvd. (Hwy. 10 & Sunfish), Anoka, MN 55303 • 763.427.4103 • PlantsAndThingsUSA.com 


38 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 18-MARCH 2, 2016 


1 
- у 


------ ---г-- 


Work as ап 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


Send your cover letter 
and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


3715 Chicago Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407-2610 


Amid century two level office building at the NE quadrant of 
Chicago Avenue South and East 38th Street. 


Rock solid and well maintained! Lots of onsite parking! 


Good central location in South Minneapolis on transportation 
corridors with easy access to: 

35W e Abbot Northwestern Medical Campus e Downtown 

Minneapolis e 38th Street light rail station e MSP airport 


Nicely positioned in a revitalizing neighborhood with 
many nearby amenities! 


MALTBY COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE 


FOXY FINERY 
FOR YOUR 
HOME. 


Interior design services 
and retail boutique 


803 Bielenberg Drive 
Suite 101 
Woodbury, MN 55125 


651-219-4597 


www.merrimentadornments.com 


IEEE OO 


e 
Finest of. Lb UXULY 


7 
А 
d 
е 


Luxury Apartments pa. 
“чә: қ 


бах агу £ roing Urban C lontemporary Contemporary L езе 
1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S ПО West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 


St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612.339.9600 651.698.8866 612.342.0110 


marquetteptace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 


indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Unfumished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 39 


Left: Members of the StevenBe team strike a pose. (From left to right) Jeremy Smith, Ray Weiland, Steven Berg, Michael Fleming, Bridget Thuemmel. Right: Steven 
Berg bought the building to house his yarn shop mostly because it could handle his giant chandelier. Photos by Hubert Bonnet 


StevenBe has become a brand. It’s a lifestyle. From yarn to coffee 
and tea, and now a reality show, the StevenBe team has turned Steven 
Berg’s yarn shop and fiber arts studio into a city (and national) treasure. 

Steven is a fiber artisan who is armed with a wealth of experience, 
a daring sense of style, and a firm belief in the transformative power 
of creativity that knitting or crocheting offers to all who are brave 
enough to push the boundaries. 

“For me, knitting and crocheting and needle art is a technique to 
create my art and craft that I’ve learned and now have taken to an art 
form,” he says. “So fiber, yarn, wool, all that is my medium. It could 
be oil, it could be acrylics, it could be bronze for sculpture; I just hap- 
pened to choose fiber arts.” 

Steven began his career early as a young boy, furiously knitting 
lines of sequin dresses for his discerning clientele of dolls in Wiscon- 
sin. He has his mom to thank, as she gave him knitting needles and 
taught him to knit at the age of four in order to occupy him. 

“My mom is my best friend and she is a very hard German lady, 
just work til you drop dead,” Steven says. “She’s 83, still has her own 
yarn shop, still runs it herself. And of course, every time, she was my 
financial benefactor, any time I had a new hairbrained idea she'd put 
up the cash. She was always there whenever some hairbrained idea 
failed, she was there to rescue me.” 

Knit, crochet, and macramé got Steven through high school and 
he saved enough money to pay for his first year at Minneapolis Col- 
lege of Art and Design. After two years at MCAD, Steven packed 
his bags for New York as a star student at Parsons and the Fashion 
Institute of Technology. 

“When I got a job out there I was like, ‘Crap. I’m not making much 
and this is expensive to live here,” he says. 

His creative work experiences brought him back to his favorite me- 
dium again, the one that always inspired him the most, the imaginative 
world of fiber arts. So he came back to Minneapolis and opened up shop 
in the Galleria with a collective of designers. But it wasn’t long before 
the corporate world came looking for him. He was hired by St. Croix 
Knits in 1984 before being taken in by Munsingwear as a golf designer. 

“I knew nothing about golf, except that it was ugly,” Steven says. 
“So I tried to fix all that. I did that for 20 years. And then I was kind of 
retired and wanted to open my own business and that’s what I did.” 

Steven’s first shop was in Rosemount. The Yarn Garage was a 
little boutique shop. “I did it so it was this quiet, little shop I could 
retire at and kind of stay off of the radar...and just I can’t do it,” he 


says. “It’s like I always have to do big, bold, over the top, and that’s 
what I’m known for.” 

In an 1800s restored firehouse in South Minneapolis, among a 
treasure trove of objects devoted to the fiber arts, is where you will 
find Steven today. From the StevenBe storefront, Steven’s knitwear 
designs of “chunky funky” creations have caught the attention of 
Hollywood celebrities and stylists. 

“So Гуе kind of come full circle,” he says. “You know I was VP of 
Perry Ellis at one point and did all that corporate stuff for 20 some 
years and in ‘98 just walked away and said, ‘What am I going to do with 
myself now?’ And it’s just so transformed me back into who I was.” 

Indeed, Steven has returned to what he calls the most imaginative 
art in the world: fiber arts. 

“It’s so malleable, manipulative, you can just do anything with it, 
and you can change midstream,” he says. “And it can be utilitarian, it 
can be fashion, it can be just fun. There are just so many aspects of it, 
and one person can do all those variations. Whereas, the other arts... 
you're an oil painter, you just do ой and canvas. Or you're a sculptor 
and you do bronze. Or if you're into jewelry and you do semiprecious 
settings. You kind of get into your one look. And this, fiber arts, you 
can do one thing tomorrow and something else the next day and it's 
all totally related. I don't think that this art gets as much credit as an 
art as some of the others. It's considered kind of grandma crafty." 

Which is exactly why Steven decided to do a reality show. In fact, 
Steven's been working on making it happen for at least five years, fig- 
uring out how to pull it off. 

“I remember I did a little blurb once and I sent it in and the re- 
sponse was like ‘Oh yeah, this is cute, but the public still thinks of 
knitters as grandmas in rocking chairs and Birkenstocks," he says. 
"And I said fuck that. I wanted to change that." 

Lucky for Steven's dream, a producer who dabbles in knitting 
wandered into the South Minneapolis storefront, fell in love with what 
she saw, and raised $90,000 through Kickstarter to fund the initial epi- 
sodes. With episodes set to feature the Pittsburgh Steelers, a shirtless 
cowboy, skydiving, and more, Steven is certainly reshaping the image 
of knitters in the public sphere. Currently a web series (www.steven- 
be.tv), Steven says there are multiple networks interested in bidding. 

Adding to his brand, Steven has partnered with a local family that has 
afew coffee trees in Honduras; he buys their beans and roasts them once 
a month. He even released his own gourmet teas, including Glitter Time 
'Tea, which has a shimmer of edible glitter. But he's not stopping there; 
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Steven is currently working on his own wine, adult beverages, and chocolates. 

“I believe StevenBe is a brand. It’s not just me anymore; it's а life- 
style,” he says. 

Of course, anyone who earned the designation “The Glitter Knitter,” 
was bound to evolve into an entire lifestyle brand. It began shortly after 
Steven opened his first shop in Rosemount; he’d been in business less 
than two years when a client who moonlights as a freelance writer sold 
a story about him. 

“Т had nothing to do with it, never saw the title. And the article was ‘The 
Glitter Knitter.’ I was like, ‘Oh, my god. That’s not how I want to be remem- 
bered.’ And then it just stuck. And people call me that, and I got known for 
that. And I used to go and do a lot of public speaking in the schools, like fol- 
low your dream and make your hobby a career and that kind of thing. And 
that’s how they always billed it. And so it stuck all these years.” 

In the beginning, Steven says it referred to his personal style of spar- 
kle, glitter, and sequins. But now, “Glitter Knitter” is a title that he wears 
proudly, meaning to take something further than expected. 

“And that’s kind of my mantra,” Steven says. “The Glitter Knitter, it’s 
not just sparkle and sequins, it’s just taking anything a little bit further 
than it was intended to go and add your own creativity and art and make it 
special. It’s a transitive verb, to be StevenBe'd. "That's been StevenBe’d.” 

That philosophy makes its way into his knitting, as well. “Traditionally 
knitters come in and they see a pattern for a sweater and they're like, ‘I want 
eights blue skeins of yarn to make this sweater, and I don't do that. The way 
Iteach and promote knitting is buy the things you like and then we'll incor- 
porate them into the project. And if it's too boring then ГЇЇ add a random row 
of sequin it it, just to give it a pop. So all my stuff is unique in that way. Kind of 
sneaking them in, unexpectedly. Because I have a very short attention span, 
so my stuff is done for immediate gratification and pop culture. It's just like 
start it now, finish it now, wear it now." 


Steven reminds all fiber aficionados: “The possibilities are endless. 
There are no mistakes, only variations." Knitting or crochet is for every- 
one, with The New York Times reporting a significant portion of millenni- 
als taking up the hobby. Whether having something to occupy dull hands 
while binge watching the latest craze on Netflix or making it more social, 
there is a project and fiber for everyone. 

"There are so many great YouTube videos now to learn," Steven says. 
"And it brings people together that wouldn't come together otherwise. 
So I’m working on an app right now, a social knitter app. It's going to net- 
work people that do what you do and like common interests. Say you're a 
knitter that likes to drink wine and loves cats; you'll be able to find other 
people. It's like knitting dating or something." 

The only thing that Steven says is comparable to the instant cama- 
raderie of knitters and crocheters is animal love, using people that like 
dogs as an example. Typically, when passing someone on the street, 
both parties just keep walking, often without so much as a word. *But 
if someone is walking a dog or something you're going to notice the 
animal," Steven says. 

"You might even stop and talk to it. If you both had dogs, forget it. 
You're instant friends and you go to the dog park and your dogs are 
frolicking. And knitting is that same way. It dawned on me once; I was 
sitting in an airport and I was working on a project and this lady comes 
up to me, she says here, I went to Starbucks and got you coffee because I 
knew you were intent on your project and probably didn't want to get up. 
But it's that kind of thing, that just your average people in coexistence 
don't bond, and then knitting brings them together." m 
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HOME & GARDEN 


BY ANDY LIEN 


RINGING INTO 


HOME 
SECURITY 


As we move into spring, there are a number of home-related top- 
ics that come to mind. I happen to live in a secure loft complex for 
artists and creative people it’s surprisingly high-tech and I take the 
security for granted. p if there's a high level of carbon mon- 
oxide detected somewhere, our entries are secure, there is lighting 
control for emergency situations, and other facets I'm sure I don't 
even know about. I’m security-spoiled without even having to try. If 
Ido ever decide to buy a home, I'd certainly take into consideration 
the technology we have at our disposal in this day and age and see 
how it would fit into my new home, considering that my security ex- 
pectations have been set fairly high. With this in mind, I was able to 
ask Jill Lloyd of Lloyd Security about what's out there in residential 
and comercial. al security. 

jat is the history of Lloyd Security? 
Joy: : Lloyd Security was started 13 years ago after a little 
e that my dad gave me when I was feeling frustrated 


iat I felt my clients wanted. It was a great decisión; definitely 
ot easy but in the long run it’s been a really gre: decision. 
hat services and products does v А 5 ity offer? 


any so that I could fiver the level of service andthe type of 


JL: We offer electronic technology solutions to help people live 
more and worry less. We provide electronic solutions for both homes 
and businesses so when you're home we can do a basic burglar alarm 
or an environmental monitoring system with fire, carbon monoxide 
free sensors, and flood sensors, but we can also move into a Smart 
Home and by using our mobile technology we're able to help people 
control their home, their thermostats, their lights, their locks, view 
video, and also remotely arm and disarm the system. Video verifica- 
tion allow us access when notified of an event at a property to remote 
into the property and view video live, so that we сап validate human | 
activity and dispatch accordingly. We offer the same for commercial, | 
but for commercial we can do a fully integrated system, including а 
video platform, access control, and security. We also offer design, | 
monitoring, and service, so we provide end-to-end solutions for both 
homes and businesses. 

What sorts of dwellings can security systems be installed i 

JL: Residential, existing homes, new сопа оп, multi- Аш 
dwellings, condominiums, apartments, jobsite security, 
construction, and commercial buildings. ” " 

Are these available to people inquiring f 
do people need to work with builders? 

JL: It doesn't matter. We can retrofit an existing home or work 
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with the end user’s builder. It’s simply a matter of what’s 
most convenient for our clients. 

It looks like homeowners can monitor their se- 
curity system via an app. Can you tell us more 
about this? 

JL: Yes. Our technology allows people to remotely 
manage their home by integrating their security sys- 
tem, thermostat control, lighting control, locks, and 
even video. So, through our app, a client would be able 
to arm and disarm their system, check the status of the 
system, see the history of who’s armed it and disarmed 
it and at what time, they can also turn the thermostat up 
or down or change the season of it while managing the 
efficiency of their home. They can lock and unlock their 
doors, open and close their garage overhead doors, and 
they also can put lights on a program that varies based 
on the time of year and adjust to the seasonality. It’s a 
great feature, it’s very affordable, very easy to use. It’s 
something that is becoming more expected and has be- 
come more of a need than a want. 

How about managing a vacation home or cabin? 
How does that work? Га imagine that would be 
particularly useful for fire monitoring when the 
building might be vacant. 

JL: Yes, absolutely. We can monitor a building for 
fire 24/7/365. We also can manage a vacation home just 
like we manage a residence, so through a smart phone 
or computer you would have access to not only the se- 


O Lloyd 


Sec! 


Bos рм. 


| Lloyd 


SECURITY’ 


INC 


curity system but also the lights, locks, thermostat, and 
video. It's a great way to keep an eye on a property that 
you aren't living in and able to manage on a day-to-day 
basis. 

What sort of security needs to be taken into 
consideration for the springtime, after a cold win- 
ter in Minnesota? 

JL: Homeowners need to be mindful of when they 
are working on projects outside that they don't leave 
their tools and their ladders unsecured overnight. 
'The tools can actually be used as a way of entering the 
home easily and the ladder being left out is almost like 
a welcome mat that says, "Here's an easy entry into 
my home." If you have a ladder that you store on the 
side of your house make sure it's locked up; otherwise 
try to keep everything in your garage. Make sure you 
turn back your bushes so that you don't have a hiding 
place, install and confirm that you have motion detec- 


f tion lights that are working so that that can give you 
8 another layer of security, but also make sure you keep 


your doors locked. People are excited to be back out- 
side in the spring, they tend to congregate in the back 
of the yard and leave the front door unlocked. So be 
mindful to always keep your doors locked, even when 
you're just working in your yard. B 


For more information about residential or commercial 
security and technology, visit www.lloydsecurity.com. 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2016 Chevrolet Trax 


Dear readers of Lavender magazine, you probably are wondering why 
I keep talking about the subcompact crossover segment. I understand 
that you probably think that I must sound like a broken record by now. 

Well, it is an important segment. I know some of you who have 
bought one of these vehicles. Don't think that your social media posts 
go unnoticed. 

This is why I cover this segment. I have driven everything on offer 
and have made my evaluations over time. Believe me when I say that I 
might be an expert in this field. 

However, I am not, officially. I am just a contributing writer to this mag- 
azine with a specialty in covering the automotive industry and its products. 

Let me start with this one fact: General Motors sold over 63,000 Chev- 
rolet Traxes in 2015. This is the second-best selling model in its class, 
behind the Kia Soul. The Trax has plenty of competition with the Jeep 
Renegade and Honda HR-V battling with the small Chevy and the Kia for 
customers that want a high-riding, capacitive vehicle that does not take 
up a lot of space. This is ripe for young(er) urban dwellers, but these 
vehicles attract a larger audience than you might think. 

Then again, there is a realistic demographic for this kind of vehicle. They 
just happen to be middle-aged, single, living in a mix of urban and suburban 
neighborhoods and enjoy a so-called active lifestyle. In other words, these 
customers would also be a good match for the Chevrolet Trax. 

Does the Trax match up with its intended and real demographics? 

In a sense, the look should be familiar to Chevrolet customers. 
The dual-mouth grille is split by a horizontal body piece with the 
gold bowtie up front. Headlamp units are crystal clear emitting de- 
cent light ahead. The body itself seems pretty concentrated — short, 
squat, though with a raised ground clearance, big doors and tall 
roofline. The liftgate opens high and wide, which makes throwing 
stuff in the back quite easy to do. 

The example I drove was the LT trim with only front-wheel drive. 
This is important to note since we live in Minnesota and the weather 
during its time with us would be considered "typical January" — cold, 
snowy on occasion, and sometimes sunny. It would be desirable to have 


the all-wheel drive version for this part of the country, true, but let's 
talk about another reality: not everyone buys the all-wheel drive version. 
Some people simply think they don't need it. That would be cause for a 
huge debate that would somewhat detract from this review. 

The LT trim offers some upgrades, such as a chromed grille and alloy 
wheels. Combined with this rich Crimson color, it is a handsome little 
car. Really, there's no shame in your game if you drive this example, 
regardless of how many wheels it drives. 

Though it looks concentrated on the outside, the Trax is pretty spa- 
cious inside. Front seating offers plenty of adjustment, along with a lot 
of headroom. The LT seats are a mix of firm cloth and leatherette, with 
some bolstering and support to go along with decent comfort. Rear seat 
room would be fine for average-sized adults. Long-legged passengers 
may have some challenges, if everyone up front happens to be as long- 
legged. Cargo space is excellent, starting with 18.7 cubic feet behind the 
rear seat, expanding up to 48.4 cubic feet with the rear seat folded down. 

Some may dismiss the digital instrumentation to the right of the ana- 
log tachometer. It is very useful. Chevrolet has the “small car version" 
of MyLink, which has an easier interface in the home page and a large, 
easy to read screen for audio selections. You get your requisite jacks 
for wired connectivity, Bluetooth for optimal connection to your smart- 
phone, and SiriusXM for extended radio entertainment. It does not have 
on-board navigation, but pressing the blue button with the OnStar logo 
will send turn-by-turn directions to the Trax. In other words, don't worry 
about your smartphone mapping apps when OnStar is enabled. 

Speaking of OnStar, the Trax is a mobile Wi-Fi hotspot for your de- 
vices. Actually, it has a 4G LTE connection that can tether up to seven 
different devices to it. A year-and-a-half ago, I tested this connection 
and found it be exemplary and extremely useful. It seems ironic that 
you can have someone — a backseat driver — use the OnStar 4G LTE 
connection to tell you where to go. Personally, I would press the blue 
button instead. They're good people at OnStar. 

Powering the Trax is a 1.4-liter turbocharged four-cylinder engine seen 
on other GM small cars. With 138 horsepower on tap, it is an eager mo- 
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tor. It actually loves highway speeds, as well as running around the city. 
A six-speed automatic transmission matches well in the middle to upper 
gears, while a bit more throttle motivation is needed for the turbos to kick 
in. Also at lower speeds, it could get noisy under hard throttle. Once it gets 
in a cruising mood, the Trax quiets down enough for everyone to have a 
conversation...or surf the internet via the 4G LTE hot spot connection. 
The ride is smooth for the most part, bumpier roads are felt, but the 
Trax’s suspension system works hard to absorb these surfaces the best 
it can. Handling is on the soft side, but very controlled. There will be 
some roll and lean trough the curves. Steering is tight with a very small 
turning radius. There is equally good reaction from the wheel with a 
solid on-center feel; however, the brakes had a bit of a light feel at the 
pedal, yet it still produced decent stops in normal and panic situations. 
In terms of fuel economy, Chevrolet claims you can get an average of 
29 MPG. Our testing earned an average of 25.3 MPG. You might call it 
“typical January” fuel economy, because it will improve in warmer months. 


As for pricing, a Trax LS with front-wheel drive has a base price of 
$20,300. This LT front-wheel drive tester, with the Convenience Package 
— including power seats and a rear park sensor — came with a sticker 
price of $24,035. If you need all-wheel drive, the price jump is about 
$1,500. To get everything you want in a Trax, a loaded all-wheel drive 
LTZ model will run you $31,420. 

Chevrolet calls the Trax a “city smart SUV.” It may be right for park- 
ing-starved urban neighborhoods in Minneapolis and St. Paul, it is also 
ripe for practically everywhere our magazine reaches. It is a great sub- 
urban alternative, if the task includes going to a park ‘n’ ride, picking up 
groceries and other household goods, and that occasional run into the 
city. You may find more Traxes out in rural communities, where price, 
economy, and practicality trump other wants. 

Because the direction of auto sales is heading toward more cross- 
overs, the Trax seems like a good fit for customers looking for a combi- 
nation of everything in a small package. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


yship 


What does it mean to show up for someone who's GLBT or part of 
another marginalized community? To be a true ally? 

Justthe other day, a spunky 25-year-old woman taught me what show- 
ing up actually looks like. 

Brettina — she goes by “B” — is the brand new program manager 
for my nonprofit, Call for Justice. Anyone meeting B for the first time will 
remember her disarming smile and quiet confidence. Both suggest a 
degree of grace that makes it impossible to not like this woman. 

Although I'm still getting to know her, I've figured out that B is a sur- 
vivor; from what little she's shared thus far, it's clear that life has thrown 
her a few curveballs. Despite that, B seems to have always plowed ahead 
using intelligence, work ethic, imagination, and passion as survival tools. 

What I’m also quickly realizing is that B has heart. Real heart. 

Ilearned about B's heart by way of a couple Dell Computer salesper- 
sons during a speakerphone call to order a new laptop. B — who's way 
more knowledgeable about computers than me — sat in on the call to 
make sure we got what we needed. 

Those who know me know that I hate speaking on the telephone; my 
still-masculine voice always needs explaining. My standard line is “I’m ac- 
tually a woman even though I sound like a dude.” Many times, the person 
on the other end of the phone doesn’t get it and continues to call me “sir.” 

Which is exactly what happened with the Dell salespeople. 

“Can you please give me your customer ID, sir?” a woman salesper- 
son asked with a distinctly female voice that sounded a bit shrill on the 
speakerphone. 

"It's "Ms." I answered before reciting a string of numbers. 

“Thank you, sir,” the voice responded. 

I glanced at B and rolled my eyes. She gave a head shake. “No, it’s 
“Мв.” I replied to the female voice. 

“Sorry,” the female voice answered. 

With the initial screening completed, I was transferred to another 
salesperson, this time a man with a male voice. 

Once more, I explained about being female, my vocal pipes notwith- 
standing. 

The male voice then asked, “What’s the model number of the laptop 
you want to purchase, sir?” Before I could say anything, I heard B jump in. 

"She's a woman. You need to call her ‘Ms.’!” 

B's advocacy surprised the heck out of me. In the seven years since 
I transitioned genders, I can recall only a couple instances where some- 
one's spoken up for me on pronouns or gendering. I've almost always 
had to do that hard work by myself. 


Ilooked at B and saw a scrunched face. Clearly, she wasn't trying to 
court favor with her new boss; instead, she had truly taken exception to 
how I was being treated on the phone. 

It was that heart thing of hers working in real time. 

"Those people obviously need to get trained," she whispered. "It's 
2016 after all." 

I whispered in response, “Thank you, B." 

We soon finished the call and went back to our respective jobs. I 
didn't give B's speaking up for me much thought until the next morning 
when I was in the shower, the place where I do my best thinking. 

Iremembered the Dell speakerphone call and how B reacted. Then, 
totally out of the blue, I felt bursts of sadness and gratitude, so much so 
that I started to cry. 

Sadness because yes, it's been a long hard slog by myself with no 
loved one there for me. As others who are alone know well, sometimes 
it's incredibly difficult. 

Gratitude because it felt so wonderful to witness someone caring 
about me enough to speak up on my behalf. 

There's being an ally and then there's something quite a bit different 
called “allyship.” According to the Anti-Oppression Network, "allyship" 
is a "lifelong process of building relationships based on trust, consis- 
tency, and accountability with marginalized individuals and/or groups of 
people. Allyship is not self-defined — our work and our efforts must be 
recognized by the people we seek to ally ourselves with." 

I am blessed to have many allies in my life; they are dear to me and 
critical to my happiness. However, this allyship thing is something en- 
tirely new to me. It means putting one's heart into action and showing up 
with a degree of fearlessness. 

In other words, it's the kind of thing that spunky 25-year-olds can do 
exceedingly well. 

When I hired B, I told her that I aspired to be her mentor. It would 
appear that at least for now, things are the other way around. B 


Ongoing Call for Submissions: Lavender magazine and | continue to solicit 
submissions from transgender writers who can share the "Skirting the Is- 
sues” platform and offer fresh perspective. Please see the January 21, 2016 
issue of Lavender magazine for submission criteria. 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013) and the architect of The C* Project, a new 
rural Midwest diversity/inclusion initiative (www.elliekrug.com/the-c-project]. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 
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©2016 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. 


Every car should be a sports car. 
Introducing our latest proof of that belief. 


Porsche Minneapolis я 
9595 Wayzata Blvd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 


(763) 744-9191 
minneapolis.porschedealer.com PORSCHE 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Bad Blood 


This morning, I went for my annual checkup at my doctor’s office. 
I was super crabby because I was instructed not to drink coffee be- 
fore the appointment. This was necessary because the visit included 
a cholesterol check, and, apparently, cholesterol doesn’t like coffee. 
Just another reason for the world to wage a war against cholesterol. 
Coffee-hating bastard! 

Anyway, there I was, uncaffeinated and crabby as hell in the waiting 
room, when in walked a striking woman wearing a stylish cape. Natu- 
rally, this caught my attention. Women who wear capes are either very 
rich or very insane, and you usually can’t tell on which side they fall until 
engaging them in conversation. Same goes for women in picture hats. 

The woman appeared to be around my age so I broke the ice by 
bringing up a subject that all 50-somethings are obsessed with. “So, have 
you had your first colonoscopy?” I asked. “You know, you get a free one 
when you turn 50.” 

The woman looked at me as if I was insane, which I thought was 
ironic since I wasn’t the one wearing a cape. 

“I know you,” she said with a combination of certainty and hostility, 
which suggested bad blood between us, another irony given my feelings 
about cholesterol. 

“ГЇЇ give you a hint,” she said, pointing out the window to a bar across 
the street. 

My doctor’s office is located in a neighborhood I used to frequent 
in my 20s and 30s. It was the center for the lesbian social scene, and 
the bar across the street was base camp for girl-action. I spent nearly 
every weekend at the bar doing what every lesbian does starting in her 
mid-30s: settling into a string of monogamous longish-term relationships 
where carefree fun is forbidden. 


Once as sparkly and promising as Oz, the bar’s exterior now looked 
as beaten and desiccated as the failing livers of its former patrons. A few 
years back, a couple friends and I thought it would be fun to pop in the 
bar and relive our youth....always a mistake. After a dreary hour, we left 
feeling depressed and smelling of tobacco and stale disinfectant. The 
next day I got a tetanus shot. 

I stared at the woman in the cape. Even in the bar’s glory days, I 
couldn’t picture this fancy broad walking through its doors, which in typ- 
ical blunt lesbian style, were suggestively painted mauve. It was about as 
subtle as entering through a Georgia O’Keeffe painting. 

“Are you sure? I think I would have remembered you,” I said. 

“I would have thought so, too," she sniffed. She abruptly stood, 
grandly swept the cape over her shoulder and stalked to the other side 
of the waiting room, turning her chair so she wasn’t facing me. 

The strange incident transported me back to my younger days, when 
such encounters were a routine occurrence. There was rarely a week- 
end that went by when I wasn’t confronted by some woman who I had 
inadvertently injured. At the bar across the street from my doctor’s of- 
fice, I spent most of my time seeking refuge from these uncomfortable 
assaults in the bathroom or behind one of my larger friends. 

At the time, I couldn’t imagine a better life — where every day held 
the promise of romantic drama and intrigue. Each time I walked into that 
bar, I just assumed Га get a glass of wine tossed into my face by the end 
of the evening. And I looked forward to it! 

Now, at 51, sitting across from a woman who wanted nothing more 
than to incite me, I refused to get riled. After all, it might negatively 
impact my blood pressure, which is far more thrilling to me these days 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & Massage. 
Doing what you love is your job. Keeping 
you in Balance is ours. Trans* friendly. 1409 
Willow Street, Ste. 415, Minneapolis. (612) 
584.9967 www.thebalancingactmn.com. 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a gay-owned community coffee 
shop. Food & coffee created by a staff that 
cares! Meeting Space with a gender neutral 
restroom. 3800 37th Ave S, Minneapolis. 


HELP WANTED 


Drag Queen/Clothing Designer with 
excellent sewing skills wanted to construct 
my designs and yours. Must be skillful, 
talented and fun to work with! Meticulous 
sewing/finishing a must. (612) 253-7656. 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential cleaning. 
Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 
Weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, flexible 
schedules in Minneapolis. Call Terry: (612) 
834-4887, the cleaningguy99(dgmail.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 


& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 


www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com 
612-746-0508 


OFFICIANTS 


Rev. Gennifer Johnson, Blessed Harmony 
Spiritual. Ordained minister, wedding and 
eventplanning, premarital planning, Flower of 
Life Meditational Workshops.(715] 475-8268, 
www.blessedharmonyspiritualservices.com. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting in 
bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in South 
Minneapolis (à (612) 306-6323. 
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www.guyspyvoice.com 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


EMPLOYMENT 


HOME SERVICES 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEYS 


Gay B. Clapp, Attorney 


Family Law - Wills and Estates 
Reasonable, with dignity 


Twin Cities Legal Service, PLLC 
7201 Ohms Lane - Ste. 215, Edina, MN 55415 
www.lindawray.com * 952-232-6465 


AUTO DEALERS 


You have a friend at 

Rosedale Chevrolet, 

Call Dewey Lysen at 
(612) 805-8232 


Honor all buying programs and credit 


union deals! Good or Bad credit accepted. 


ё rosedale 
CHEVROLET www.rosedalechev.com 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Family Owned & Operated 
For Over 60 Years! 


== 
— —_ 
(HAGENS 2222) 
BOOS 
FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls * 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


54 | LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 18-MARCH 2, 2016 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORISTS 


a 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


Bulb Gardens Are In! 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 


«Fully stocked firearms dealer 

«Indoor shooting facilities 

* Training courses 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 
Circle Pines, ММ. 763-792-4867 
Hudson, WI > 715-690-1198 


www.billsGS.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


BALANCE 


LFE Ж WORK 


CREATING POSSIBILITY THROUGH PERSONAL 
TRANSFORMATION... ONE LIFE AT A TIME 


Nutrition • Corporate Seminars * Physical Wellness • Coaching 


Mark Carlson 
РЕМ Health, Life and Business Coach 
£i . Call Mark at 763-238-8455 


www.tremendoustransformation.com TREMENDOUS 
www.tremendoustransformationstsfl.tsflcom TRANSFORMATIONS 


612-205-5618 


өсагрепігу & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
ө other home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


‘Snap 


construction inc. 
M 


"s that easy 


WE SPECIALIZE IN 


Roofing Remodeling 

Siding Insulation 

Windows Home Energy Efficiency “~~ 
CALL US 
612-383-SNAP (7627) 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company. 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


& 


FARMERS 


THE NETWORK 
SSS 


INSURANCE 


Deb Streeter 
Insurance Agency 


952-853-9077 


More Options. More Discounts. 


763.535.4788 

6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
davina@davinabaldwin.com Vao fj 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


REAL ESTATE 


= RE 
ат са ВРА 
Turn Key for You! 19656 Oak Grove Ave. $799,900 


Discriminating buyers will love this contemporary design, private 3+ acre 
lot in executive neighborhood of Prior Lake/Credit River. Quick access to 
35W and169. Gorgeous design, stunning kitchen and master suite. Sunrise 
and sunset views. MLS# 4646376 


Anita C. Hill 


651-707-6408 ( 
AnitaC.Hill@CBBurnet.com > 
www.HomesForSaleSaintPaulMN.com 
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scottbelcher.com 


Lynn 
Koccom 


EDINA REALTY usa 


612%834%2300 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


christopher j friend 
urban Mrealtor 


612 827 5847  christopherfriend@edinarealty.com 
www.christopherfriend.edinarealty.com 
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JANUARY 16, 2016 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising@ 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 
www.hazelden.org 


ADVOCACY 

Arise Project 

Committed to LGBTQ homeless 
youth; providing services and safety 
in times of need. 

404 S. 8th St., 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 340-7500 
www.gtcuw.org/arise 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 Е. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 
www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 М. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 

600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 
www.mac-events.org 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists and new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 
www.illusiontheater.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 
www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 
www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 


www.vocalessence.org 
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POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 


Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 

www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 5. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark’s welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 


Congregations around Minnesota 


that intentionally welcome all people 


regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The "Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 


is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 
St. Paul, MN 55108 


(651) 288-4400 
www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 

Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 


lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 


Galleries / Nightlife. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 
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The Inclusive Dance Party: 
Utopia or Reality? 


couldn’t help but linger on an idea that came up dur- 
ing our time together on set. He proposed the pros- 
pect of more dance parties that unite both the queer 
and straight community. While this outlook might 
seem all too surreal for some, I can see the wheels 
in motion. Chad Kampe’s Flip Phone dance party can 
often promise a mixed crowd, as well as Shannon 
Blowtorch and Sofia Eris’ TAWST. Conscious cities 
like New York and Seattle have spaces that prove that 
these inclusive dance parties can thrive, but as some- 
one who seeks out this beautiful phenomenon in the 
Twin Cities, the choices are few and far between. 

There is no quick fix to the polarity of our dance 
parties and there are many, both in the queer and 
straight community, who would argue the separa- 
tion is of practical importance. Every individual goes 
through a time when they discover where they feel 
comfortable in the world of nightlife and it’s no secret 
that sometimes our choices of parties are not cen- 
tered on the pursuit of dancing. However, if we can 
imagine for a moment, a place where we can socialize, 
dance, and feel a sense of community with our allies, 
is that not something powerful and worth advocating 
for? I imagine these dance parties would require a 
special kind of formula, a mutual effort from the ven- 
ue, promoter, and audience, alike. I’ve seen it happen 
and I know it’s possible. 

It's not difficult to relate to the much-needed ease 
of a nightlife surrounded by one’s queer peers. The 
gay bar, as an idea and an establishment with it’s own 
long history, deserves its standing in every town. 
What I am proposing is more support for DJs, pro- 
moters, and venues that make the effort to market 
and produce parties for a mixed crowd. We need to 
seek out and support those ambiguous spaces. We 
need to socialize beyond boundaries. The potential 
impact, on both fronts, is undeniable. This unity is 
contingent on a level of safety, consciousness, and 
tolerance, but like every movement, it begins with a 
dialogue. 

The question: Can’t we all just party together? The 
answer: Yes, we can. 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 
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